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Mathew Manderson driving a Chiron LMP3 2000 wonhbiatunds of the inaugural Open
Sports Car series at a wet Silverstone Internaktivaek last Easter weekend (April 11192

With Chiron’s occupying the first three positiomsRace 1 it was a dominant showing from
Henry Nicholas’s men with Manderson accompaniet/lbygan Burgess (%) and Peter
Hobday (3 on the rostrum.

Chiron would have crowded out the rostrum in Raes #vell, were it not for a heroic drive

by Portadown’s Jim Hutchinson driving a Jade 3 &tissvho took % position following
home Manderson ) and Burgess (9).
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The Race TV Open Sportscar Series (OSS) is a nef0f29 BRSCC backed race series
aimed attracting many of the countries top sportpoatotypes back on the grid following
the demise of Britcar, Supersports and WRDA changdips. So it was especially pleasing
for the organising trio of Graham Cole, Alan Jeskamd Steve Griffiths to see such a
healthy grid of 20 cars arrive for the season’snipg two rounds.

The current format of the OSS race weekend allawspetitors to set their grid positions for
the Saturday and Sunday twenty minute races dtinmgingle qualifying session where first
and second times dictate grid positions in Racasdl2 respectively.

Qualifying:

Despite an optimistic DRY weather forecast drizzhel a super slippery Silverstone surface
greeted competitors for the first rounds of theesgiso, it was no surprise that the super
powerful cars of Class A would not necessarily duate as originally expected. Sure enough
Mathew Manderson, and Morgan Burgess grabbed posittne and two in their class B (up
to 2 litre) Chiron’s with only 0.55 seconds sep@a@gthe two. Peter Hobday in his more
powerfully engined Class A Chiron V8 took third diladtest Class A competitor, 3.2 seconds
behind the leader. All three crews described tamiditions as the most slippery they'd
experienced with Mathew declaring that he now wafit@nd cut wets to improve grip!”
(worrying indeed given his already table topping tiane!). Morgan felt qualifying had been
“fantastic” in his Chiron, understandably pleasedualifying so close to Mathew, while
Peter couldn’t wait for a dry day to show the futitential of the V8 Chiron engine which he
felt was now over it's chequered past having beeted by Henry (Nicholas) and the team.

In fourth, Steve Griffiths picked his way aroune tjreasy circuit in the mighty Jade 3.5 V6
Bi-Turbo doing well to keep it on the track atiallthe slick conditions.

5™ to 7" positions were separated by less than a secotitPoiig Hart taking 8 slot,

happy to emerge unscathed in the Hart Chiron THX&hi&h sported a Judd K-Series
touring car engine. Unfortunately, intermittent fines due to ECU problems were to end
Doug'’s race and curtail a promising qualifying peniance made all the more creditable by
the fact that this was his first time in the cardwer six months, save for 5 testing laps at
Brands.

6™ slot was occupied by Jim Hutchinson’s Jade 3 wiith suffering from an unpredictable
brake pedal which led to the tricky conditions lgegven trickier, especially as it was Jim’'s
first visit to the Silverstone National circuit! & Hogg in ¥ was only a tenth behind Jim as
he wrestled his Jade 2 around the circuit, 2 sexahdad of the self built Bolby Mk2 of wet
weather expert Ginger Marshall.

Another Marshall occupied™lace, this time Shane Marshall, the reigning IB&8bmbe
Special GT champion in his Jade 2, only a tenthrigehis namesake despite running on very
old wet tyres which effectively removed any avaiagrip !

Tony Maisey was next in fOposition on the timesheets in his Radical SR3thachighest
qualifying Class C (<1.3Litre) car, leading a tabclass C competitors aka Oliver Hulme
debuting his T5 mission in f1and Wayne Hill in his Radical SR4 in 12th.
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Vauxhall engine expert Jeff Wilson in his 2 litada took 18 spot, less than 180f a
second behind Wayne, while Simon Tate in his Nes@3T just pipped fellow Nemesis
driver Leigh Parkes to 14n his RME97 version.

Newcastle’s Eamon Matheson was next on the tim¢sieée wild-engined ES SM which
looked suspiciously like a Nemesis. Irishman Eamsdhe reigning North Ireland Irish
Sportscar champion and great things are expeatedtfris crew when they learn to tame the
460BHP Turbo Huyabusa bike engined vehicle. A dirguit may well provide the stage.
Nick Bass better known for his electronics knowkedgthin Engine Company IES occupied
17" slot, and were it not for wood-like wet tyres nfleterminate age a higher grid slot could
surely have been on the cards.

ADR Cars were represented by Verity Banks, nextupe ADR XP which was equipped
with a bike engine capable of revving to 13000 RRM:as Verity’s first opportunity to try
the car in anger and being used to the rev-rangecohventional engine, and with using
paddle shift for the first time the transition peavsomewhat tricky.

The venerable but highly competitive Bicknell REBfshed up the grid in the hands of
Peartreehill racing’s John Church in his first agtith this unfamiliar car. John like many
others finding the conditions extremely difficuttthe Bicknell and doing well to keep the
highly strung sportscar out of the scenery.

Steve Coen in the mighty 600BHP Harrier was a naries following a quick outing in the
tricky conditions on a dry set up, Steve understhhddeciding to wait for the finer climes
expected for the Brands Hatch next round.

Race 1: Saturday
Saturday’s race was all about decisions. Decistontyre-choice that is.

The weather seemed to be perking up at the 15d@0start time, at last delivering the cloudy
/ dry conditions our reliable (Hrmppphhh!) fore@sthad predicted. The ten crews who thus
opted for Dry weather slicks at the rapidly dryfBidverstone track could be forgiven for
thinking they had stole a march on their more corateve competitors who'd stayed on

wets.

However, as the drivers waited in the collectiomeathe drizzle returned. Some crews
changed their tyres to wets. Some didn’t. On thg $ite the drizzle returned and as the pace
car circulated those that hadn’t wished they had,those that had got down to business! As
the lights turned green Manderson immediately Hedta breakneck pace that no-one could
match — wets or slicks. Matt was clearly the clafsthe field gradually in creasing his
Chiron’s lead lap by lap to leave his wets shod petitors to fight for the other places. And
fight they did! In an epic struggle, Peter Hobdayhe V8 Chiron had just pulled enough of
a gap over a resurgent Morgan Burgess at thetetadse ahead at Copse. Several tentative
enquiries by Morgan down Peter’s inside at almegstyebend of the circuit ended with Peter
hogging the inside and Morgan sensibly avoidinga&cin Despite Peter being shod with old
wets he was managing to hold off Morgan lap afiprgroving that in those conditions track
position was everything.
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Alan Hogg in the wets shod Jade2 meanwhile waslgaam increasingly eventful race.
having made a good start he was hit from behindi®good friend Wayne (Spinny) Hill in

the SR4 to touch enough to put Alan in the wallchily, damage to the Jade was superficial
and he gradually clawed his way up the leaderbasarthe race settled down setting an
impressive fastest Class A lap time in the procéssyne meanwhile was unaware that he
had lost his rear wing in the earlier impact angesal attempts at increasing the SR4’s speed
through the bends to increase down force/grip tably led to several spins! So as Alan
worked his way up the leaderboard, Wayne workeaviais down it.

Tony Maisey, the last wets shod driver in his SRi3 wiearly the class act of Class C and set
by far the fastest time in that class.

Then came the slicks shod drivers.
All were finding the conditions almost impossibleng their tyre choices and dropping back
right from the start.

Jim Hutchinson was slithering to a decent lead awetrweather expert Ginger Marshall with
Simon Tate not far behind followed by Shane Maishal

Steve Griffiths was next up in the Jade doing wefinish after demonstrating how to
recover from a lurid spin at Copse to hold posifimm an improving Leigh Parkes.

Nick Bass’s Jade was meanwhile holding off a fiatel Eamon Matheson, Eamon standing
no chance of putting down the power of his lighgi®iNemesis Turbo.

Verity Banks meanwhile was holding station contermot crash the ADR in the atrocious
conditions.

As the race ground on the weather deterioratediceisoth the lap times and the gap between
dry’s and wets.

Manderson however seemed unperturbed and demausadével of skill and car control
rarely seen outside professional level to win flms1Chiron team-mate Peter Hobday by
over 51 seconds (!) easily claiming Class B victimapoot.

Peter managed to hold off the charging Morgan Bssge claim Class A victory and one can
only speculate as to what might have been had Momgnaged to pass. In the event all
three Chiron drivers were understandably delighbedaim all the steps of the podium for
Henry Nicholas’s team.

Despite his earlier excursions and being hit ag@nclosing laps Alan Hogg finished t
his Jade and once again one could imagine a hpgstion were it not for his earlier
misfortune.

Tony Maisey again held station to easily claim €l@svictory 2 laps ahead of th& and
third Class C competitors Wayne Hill and Verity Ran
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First dry tyre finisher and a lap behind Tony wias Blutchinson who claimed®in Class A
ahead of Ginger Marshall. Both drivers delighte@éneerge unscathed!

Simon Tate put in an excellent drive to keep hisnsis on the track and iff' 8vhile Castle
Combe Champ Marshall was ruing his tyre choice @s f@llow Jade pilot Steve Griffiths
who finished just behind him.

Leigh Parkes, Nick Bass, Eamon Matheson, Wayne &filil Verity Banks finished T1to
15" respectively.

John Church who had been involved in an earlidisomh and lost his Bicknell’s rear wing
was a DNF as were Jeff Wilson and Doug Hart, atélcrews then setting about getting
their cars fixed for the Sunday race.

Race 2: Sunday

The weather forecast for Sunday’s race was muchkahe as for Saturday — dry and sunny —
much in contrast with reality as it didn’t stopzhiing all day !

The grid was much the same as well despite Suratalgs being determined by the second
fastest time achieved during qualifying.

This time though, all crews were shod with wet $yas the pace car peeled away at the start.
Once again though Matt Manderson made a clean ggtiollowed by Morgan Burgess’
Chiron. This time though Peter Hobday demonstrptstthow slippy the conditions were as
the Chiron revolved at the first slight applicatminpower before the race was underway.
This allowed Steve Griffiths to drop the re-juviedtJade into second place, Steve having
splashed out on a new set of wets purchased frerartksite AVON Truck. Unfortunately
though his joy was short lived as Steve rotatedl#ite on the inside of Copse in his haste to
catch the disappearing Manderson. With the Jaderd &ind rear suspension damaged and
another car also off in the middle of the track éaurse waved yellows and the Safety Car
effectively put a stop to the Race.

Lap after lap the Safety Car continued in the naduflthe pack (!) with Matt as leader stuck
behind John Church’s Bicknell, both drivers undamgiably worried about overtaking under
the waved yellows to regain track position.

With no indications coming from the Safety Car csesorrectly followed in train as the
stricken vehicles were recovered from the trackweler, the speed of the safety car and the
position of the Bicknell and Chiron on the othetesof the track from the pack meant that
there were only two laps left possible as the $afat peeled off to re-start the race.
Manderson duly delivered Chiron’s second win ofweekend while Morgan Burgess in his
Chiron was delighted to clinch second place onyséconds behind.

Shane Marshal, despite spinning earlier in the daoee a stormer to almost pip fellow Jade
pilot Jim Hutchinson, Jim only being aware thatithee had started when he felt Shan’s car
bumping him into life!
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Doug Hart clinched8in Class B with his strond"6place proving the potential of the Hart
Chiron when the car’s earlier bugs were ironed out.

Eamon Matheson’s ES SM was tamed long enough to#jgilace, a creditable
performance in the lightweight high powered Turbachine. Roles were reversed for Race
1's Mr Spinney as Wayne Hill composed himself o Alan Hogg to 8 place only Leigh
Parkes in his Nemesis splitting the two. Simon T¥erity Banks, Nick Bass, and John
Church finished 1" to 14" respectively, while Ginger Marshall and Jeff Wilgoined Steve
Griffiths and Tony Maisey (SR3) on the DNF list.

Once again Matt Manderson and Chiron Cars had drtheclass of the field winning both
races at a canter. Worryingly for his competitdait praised all involved for a fabulous
weekends sport, but warned there is a lot mor@maecfrom both himself AND his Chiron
car !

The gauntlet has been truly swung, and with ChirkdDR, Juno, Nemesis, Radical, and Jade
all expected to be there, Brands Hatch looks likeuld be a classic.
Tell your friends!!  Roll on May'9!!

CU There,

Graham Cole (OSS Organiser)

# & % &' %
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OSS Links:

Race pics from the weekend http://www.gridshots.com/events/index.html

Timing and Official Results.... http://www.tsl-timing.com/

OSS Website... . http://www.brscc.co.uk/open.html

Online Racecars Magazine...look for us under “Sportss” ... http://racecars.co.uk/
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